
Act Up Movement
● Semiotics

○ Silence=death+pink triangle
● Act Up Wall Street Action

○ March 24, 1987
○ Affinity groups?

■ Brings together like people
■ Mobilizes like people

○ Inspired by Civil Rights Movement/Vietnam War Protests/other previous similar
movements

○ Anti-war protests, schools, churches
■ Capitalizes on existing relationships

○ Goal of this protest: shut down wall street
■ Rich people lose money
■ Specifically targeting pharmaceutical companies
■ “Setting up a grammar”

○ City covered in invitations to crash the market
■ Posters covering the city, inviting people to join

● Telephone poles, subway, small press newspapers, gay bars,
bathrooms, etc.

● Act Up Grand Central Action “Day of Desperation”
○ Flooding a place like grand central

■ People can’t go into work, people can’t go home
■ Die-in people are pre-selected to be arrested, whereas people flooding

grand central are not all able to be arrested (too many people)
○ AIDs is a death sentence
○ Is it legal?

■ Yes and no.
○ There is no such thing as politics without a cost

● Artists play a huge role in Act Up
●


